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x'^^HK  village  of  Lakewood.  nestled  in  among  tiie  pines  of  southern  Xew  Jersey,  has  a  peculiar  and  magnetic 
charm,  which  seldom  fails  to  influence  the  newcomer  and  which  the  old  resident  and  regular  habitue 
accepts  and  acknowledges  with  delightful  candor.  It  is  distant  from  New  York  fifty-nine  miles,  and  is 
located  in  that  curious  region  called  the  Pine  Belt  of  Xew  Jersey,  because  it  is  overgrown  with  pine 
forests  as  dense  as  those  of  tlie  Adirondacks.  or  the  mountains  of  N'orth  Carolina.  It  has  a  soil  of  the  pure  ocean 
sand,  in  places  as  white  as  the  driven  snow,  extending  down  for  many  hundred  feet  and  forming  a  natural  drain 
through  which  all  impurities  disappear  as  if  by  magic.  The  climate  is  peculiar,  combining  the  mildness  of  the  semi- 
tropics  with  the  exhilarating  qualities  of  the  temperate  zone.  At  all  times  of  the  year,  the  air  is  laden  with  the 
fragrant  odors  of  the  balsam  and  the  pine,  and  throughout  the  fall  and  winter  the  temperature  is  always  from  seven 
(7)  to  ten  (to)  degrees  higher  than  that  of  New  York.  Nature  has  thus  provided,  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
North,  a  spot  where  one  may  escape  the  rigors  of  a  northern  winter  without  losing  any  of  the  invigorating  qualities 
inherent  in  a  northern  climate. 

From  time  immemorial,  this  tract  of  country  has  been  noted  for  its  healthfulness.  and  the  State  Bureau  of 
Health  in  New  Jersey  has  asserted  year  after  year  that  malaria,  typhoid  and  other  fevers  have  never  been  known 
thereabouts.  In  explanation  of  the  mildness  of  the  climate  it  has  been  said  that,  besides  the  protection  from  the  cold 
winds,  aftbrded  liy  the  surrounding  forests,  Lakewood  has  enjoyed  the  influence  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  which  approaches 
nearer  to  the  coast  of  Southern   New  Jersey  than  to  any  other  part  of  the   I'nited  States. 

With  these  natural  advantages  in  their  favor,  the  men  who  have  made  this  section  of  the  country  known  as  an 
ideal  winter  resort,  found  their  work  comparatively  easy:  nevertheless,  they  neglected  nothing  which  might  improve 
on  Nature,  and  exercised    the    utmost    of  human   taste   and  ingenuitv.  to  make  it  attractive  to  all  visitors,  —  the  strong 


and  hearty,  as  well  as  those  in  ill  health.  Beautiful  roads  have  been  built  at  great  expense,  and  hotels  with  every 
modern  improvement,  and  every  facility  for  entertainment,  have  been  provided,  so  that  now  Lakewood  possesses  all 
the  luxuries  of  the  citv.  as  well  as  the  attractions  of  a  most  lovelv  and  interesting  country. 

The  village  received  its  name  from  the  beautiful  Lake  Cara-Sal-Jo,  not  an  Indian  name,  as  might  be  imagined 
from  its  appearance,  but  a  combination  of  the  pet  names  of  the  daughters  of  the  original  owner  of  the  lake,  Joseph 
W.  Brick,  their  names  being  Caroline,  Sarah  and  Josephine.  Mr.  Brick  owned  what  now  comprises  the  town  of 
Lakewood  when  he  named  the  lake.  His  property  was  originally  called  the  Bergen  Iron  Works,  and  comprised, 
besides  the  works,  the  homestead  of  the  proprietor  and  the  cottages  of  his  emplovees. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Brick  in  1865,  his  family  converted  part  of  the  property  into  the  nucleus  of  the  present 
village,  which  they  called  Bricksburg.  'I'hey  intended  to  make  this  village  the  seat  of  their  business  and  manufacturing 
interests,  and  to  lay  out  the  remaining  22,000  acres  belonging  to  them,  in  small  tracts,  for  fruit  farms.  They  obtained 
a  charter  for  a  company  styled  the  Bricksburg  Land  and  Impri)\ement  Company,  and  invited  settlers  from  New  York 
and  New  England,  who,  in  a  few  years  formed  a  village  of  many  comfortable  homes. 

.Although  the  enterprise  started  so  well,  reverses  followed,  and  it  was  not  until  1879  that  new  capital  and 
energy  were  enlisted,  and  the  original  idea  of  developing  the  place  as  a  health  resort  was  put  into  e.xecution. 
This  [)roject  — so  natural  that  one  wonders  now  that  it  developed  so  late  in  the  history  of  the  place — succeeded  at 
once,  and  in  18S0,  when  the  name  of  the  village  was  changed  to  Lakewood,  it  had  already  become  the  favorite 
winter  home  of  many  leadmg  citizens  of  near-by  and  distant  cities. 

Miles  of  fine  roads  and  romantic  .saddle  paths  were  constructed  through  the  pines,  and  hotels  of  varying 
degrees  of  e.xcellence  were  erected  in  all  jjarts  of  the  village.  An  excellent  water  supply,  a  system  of  dramage, 
electricity  and  gas,  fire  equipment,  in  fact  all  the  necessities  which  insure  health,  comfort  and  safety  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  far  reaching  fame  of  the  hotels  in  Lakewood  is  well  deserved,  for  they  rank  with  the  best  in  the  world. 
The  Laurel   House,  the  pioneer   hotel   of  the   village,  was  opened  in  April  1878.     Some  time  later  the  Palmer  House. 


a  smaller  hotel,  was  erected  and  in  1890  the  Lakewood  Hotel  and  the  Laurel-in-the-Pines,  both  very  large,  handsome 
brick  structures,  were  built.  In  recent  years  the  Lenox,  the  Manhattan,  the  Lexington.  Seton  Inn,  and  Oak  Court.  A  score 
of  small  and  large  boarding  houses  have  sprung  up  to  meet  the  steadily  increasing  demand  for  accommodations  trom 
the  thousaniis  of  [leople  who  flock  to    Lakewood  each  year. 

Lakewood  has  several  churches:  the  Presbyterian,  which  is  the  oldest,  has  enlarged  and  refurnished  its 
buildmg  and  has  a  beautiful  and  comfortable  aud.torium.  The  Baptists  have  a  very  handsome  and  attractive  new 
stone  church  on  the  corner  of  Clifton  Avenue  and  First  Street.  The  Methodist  Church  is  on  the  same  avenue,  and 
is  a  commodious  building.  The  Episcopal  Church  ot  .Ml  Saints,  which  is  on  Madi.son  Avenue,  has  a  very 
artisiic  luiilding  and  some  beautiful  memorial  windows  and  tablets,  as  has  also  St.  Mary  of  the  Lake,  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  on  Second  street.  The  last  to  be  establishetl  were  the  African  Methodist  and  Baptist 
churches. 

The  village  has  two  public  schools.  One  on  Third  street,  which  contains  the  high  school  and  a  second  one  in 
east  Lakewood,  which  has  the  same  lower  grades,  — the  kindergarten,  primary  and  grammar  school,  as  the  Third  street 
school,  but  has  no  high  school.  There  are  also  three  private  day  and  boardmg  schools.  The  school  for  boys  is  in 
charge  of  Dr.  Edward  P.  Harris,  the  Misses  Farrington  have  one  for  girls  and  the  Academy  of  St.  Mary  of  the  Lake 
is  for  girls  and   voung  ladies  and  for  boys  under  twelve  years  of  age. 

The  cottages  in  Lakewood  are  increasing  in  number  and  beauty  each  year.  The  word  cottage  is  fast  becoming 
a  misnomer  of  the  beautiful  and  stately  resiliences  that  have  been  and  are  being  erected  as  winter  homes  for  men  of 
wealth  and  social  prominence.  Creorgian  Court  ranks  tirst  in  the  list  of  superb  homes,  and  this  beautiful  residence  of 
Mr.  George  J  Could  may  more  fitly  he  called  a  palace.  Lynx  Hall,  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jasper  Lynch,  is  a 
massive  stone  structure  on  Forest  avenue,  which  is  a  landmark  in  the  village. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  the  steadily  growing  population  in  Lakewood  the  stores  have  multiplied  in  number  and 
m  kind.     Indeed,  for  quality,  price  and  variety  of  stock  the  stores  of  this  resort  are  not  excelled  by  many  in  the  cities. 


The  sports  in  Lakewood  have  kept  place  with  the  growtli  of  the  town.  Two  club  houses  have  been  built  that 
are  popular  rendezvous  for  a  long  list  of  resident  and  non-resident  members.  The  Golf  Club  of  Lakewood,  which  is 
entirely  given  over  to  golf,  has  one  of  the  best  winter  golf  links  in  the  north.  The  Countrv  Club  of  Lakewood  not 
only  has  an  excellent  golf  course,  but  has  shooting  traps,  kennels,  stables,  tennis  courts  and  a  beautiful  club  house  in 
which  to  give  entertainments. 

Lakewood,  which  is  on  the  line  of  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  has  excellent  train  service,  being 
connected  with  New  York  by  six  trains  each  way,  a  day,  three  of  these  trains  being  fast  expresses.  There  is  also 
direct  train  connection  between  Lakewood  and  Philadelphia.  The  station  at  Lakewood,  l)uilt  of  grey  stone,  is  one 
of  the  finest   in  the  state. 
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